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Instructor: Cassandra Troy




Room: 178
Office Hours: Mon/Wed at lunch; Tues/Thurs 8:15-9:00
Email: Cassandra.troy@austinisd.org

Class Website: http://austinhighcreativewriting.weebly.com
Course Description and Objectives: Creative Writing is a cross-genre course for people who like to write. We will focus on those elements that make for vivid, effective writing:  significant detail, lyrical language and memorable image; inventive metaphor and simile; and authentic voice, dialogue and characterization.
· We will begin the year by exploring poetry—we will learn about the different forms and techniques employed by poets, and we will write original poetry along the way.

· We will shift our focus to explore basic narrative technique—How do I start writing? What point of view is best? How do I make my characters seem real? How do I know when a piece is finished? We will study and experiment with a few different genres, which will be chosen by you, based on your desires as a class. We will definitely work on short stories, essays and poetry, and we might also explore songwriting, memoirs, children’s books, and maybe even novels if you feel so bold. 
· The heart of the class will be The Workshop, during which you will read and critique the writing of your peers, and the final Portfolio of your work, which you will submit at the end of the year.
Class Materials: 

1. A journal or composition book that is dedicated solely to Creative Writing. 
The first Journal check will be the second full day of class. I will check your journals for a grade each six weeks. 

2. The writing instrument of your choice. Coming to class without a pen or pencil is like showing up with no pants on. Don’t do it. 

3. Loose leaf notebook paper, for occasional in-class assignments, so you don’t have to tear pages from your journal.
Grades: You will be assessed accordingly:

· Daily journal work, short homework assignments
· Workshop participation

· Meeting draft deadlines and preparedness to share work. If you don’t like to work with others or read your work aloud, this is not the class for you. 
· The Portfolio—a collection of your polished, finished pieces

Grading Policy: In order for you to easily average your grades, they are divided into 3 levels. Level 1 grades count once in the grade book, Level 2 count twice, and Level 3 count 3 times.

· Level 1: Daily grades such as brief writing exercises, participation, class work
· Level 2: Rough drafts, extended daily or homework assignments
· Level 3: Major grades such as polished pieces and projects
Late Work:

In order for you to do well in this class you must keep up with the writing assignments. I will post the daily warm-ups on the class website so that you can make them up. The most important element is showing up to class with something to workshop, or with a draft on a draft due date. How can we possibly edit or critique work that doesn’t exist? I do not accept first drafts of major assignments. All good writers edit. 
If you miss a due date, the following points will be deducted from your grade:

· You may submit an assignment up to 4 days after the original due date with a 10 point penalty per day. 

· After 4 days, you may earn up to a grade of 50 for the assignment if you complete the assignment, or an alternate assignment, in the classroom with the teacher. The assignment must be completed no later than one week prior to the last day of the grading period. After this deadline, it becomes a zero. 
· If you’re suffering from serious writer’s block or if you’re overwhelmed with other work, please see me. I can be flexible with some deadlines if it’s not a recurring issue for you.
Expectations: Due to the personal nature of the writing process, I expect everyone to maintain the highest level of respect for one another’s work and comments during discussion. We can have a lot of fun in this class, but never at the expense of others. Please act like the dignified upper-classmen that you are. Or at least pretend for 90 minutes a day. 

Academic Integrity: All of your submitted work must be your work. Any plagiarism or undocumented collaboration will be subject to consequence according to the Austin High Plagiarism Policy. Submission of plagiarized work may result in course failure and compromises the integrity of the class, the school, and yourself. The theft of intellectual property (someone else’s creative endeavors) is a crime in the real world, and I take it very seriously.
